


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MEMORIAL HISTORY OF BRADFORD. 191

up to go to church, and that it was my personal duty
to hunt up a church myself rather than stay at home
because somebody did not hunt one up for me. And I
here acknowledge that this parish and church have been
of great comfort to me, that my relations to both have
always been the most cordial ; and I not only desire but
am determined they shall so continue through the re-
mainder of my life. I feel thankful for a long line of
ancestors who have believed in something, in the God
of the Bible. For one I do not intend to depart from
the traditions of my fathers till I find something better.
Let me say that in the bosom of this church I find a
rest, a peace, a joy. And I have a great satisfaction in
knowing at the commencement of the Tri-Centennial of
this church and parish that all its financial conditions
are perfect, and that the relations between minister and
people are not only cordial but loving. God grant that
the close of the century upon which we have this
day entered may find this church and people happy and
united in * every good and perfect work ™ as its com-
mencement foreshadows.

THE BUSINESS OF BRADFORD.

Address by Warren Ordway.

radford was originally a part of the Indian temtory
of Pentucket, and subsequently was included in the
town of Rowley. It was gan inland town and surrounded
by towns of older growth, some of whose citizens be-
came eminent in public affairs both in the state and
nation. This left the people of Bradford free to pursue
the even tenor of their way in cultivating their land
and in teaching their children the principles of morality
and piety which has been a prominent feature in the
history of the town, which is shown in the exhaustive
and eloquent address to which we have listened today.
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The people of Bradford were among the first to intro-
duce various mechanical industries, especially the manu-
facture of boots and shoes. They sold them to the
large towns of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine.
They were packed in saddle bags and carried to market
on horscback. Bradford continued to lead in this bus-
iness, and her goods were sold into every state in the
Union until the railroad came to Haverhill when the
business men of Bradford carried their business there,
where it has remained to the present time. Horn combs,
potters’ ware, carriages and leather were made here in
former times, but they are gone now. There was a grist
mill and also a fulling mill and dye house upon the lit-
tle stream the outlet to Jonson’s pond, now in Grove-
land, and which under the practical manipulation-of the
late Hon E. J. M. Hale afforded ample water power for
three large woollen factories which he built upon the
same. Since the division of the town the population of
Bradford has more than doubled, and the superior facil-
ities which are offered here for business purposes in con-
nection with the river and the railroad are beginning
to attract the attention of business men. There are
already established upon the bank between the river and
the railroad a large hat factory, an extensive coal and
lumber yard, a marble and stone yard, run by steam
power, and arrangements are now being made for a
steam mill and elevator which will probably be in oper-
ation during the coming summer. Also the foundation is
being laid for a large paper mill in which some of the
capitalists and business men of Haverhill are interested.
There are other similar localities unoccupied, that will
probably soon be taken up. Bradford still sustains its su-
premacy in northern Massachusetts as a quiet place of res-
idence with superior educational advantages, and free from
the objectionable characteristics of a large city.

Interesting addresses were made by Gen. Wm. Cogswell
of Salem, Wm. B. Kimball, Esq., of Bradford, and others.
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